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CONNECTED




He handed out gifts above and below, filled heaven with his gifts, filled earth with his gifts.  He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train Christ’s followers in skilled servant work, working within Christ’s body, the church, until we’re all moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ.  (Ephesians 4:11-13, The Message)
The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  (1 Corinthians 12:12)

Our prayers, presence, gifts, and service matter to God and in the life of the church.   This booklet contains descriptions of many of the ways you can serve God in ministry at Kern.  They are grouped into categories by the type of ministry they represent.  Please use this book as a guide to help you determine where Christ is calling you to use your gifts in the “body” of the church in the coming year.   
· Read over the materials provided.

· Pray about what God has called you to do.

· Complete the EMIM card, indicating where you want to serve in 2012.  

· Bring your card to any of our three worship services on Sunday, October 23.  There will be a time during the services, when you will be asked to bring your commitments to God forward and lay them on the altar.  
If you cannot be present on this date, please bring your card any time during the next week, or mail your card to the church office, 451 East Tennessee Avenue, Oak Ridge, TN 37830.
If you have any questions about the ministries contained in this book or need assistance completing your commitment card, please contact our church office at 865-483-5273.  
(Indicates new ministries or ministries in which there have been changes in tasks, needs, or contact persons.  

Congregational Care
. . . "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. (John 21:18, NIV)
Join a team of loving, compassionate people with the gifts and hearts to care for others, especially our elderly members and those in our church with special needs.
Visit Homebound / Nursing Home 

Visit a member or friend who cannot physically attend church, but would enjoy the company of the church where they live.  This is an ideal opportunity for anyone with a heart for spreading joy, encouragement, and a smile with someone who cannot be at church.  Flexible hours.
Contact:  Karen Spearman, 223-0927, or the Church Office, 483-5273
Phone Homebound / Nursing Home 

This ministry involves making brief weekly phonecalls to a homebound or nursing home member who is physically unable to be at church.  This is a great opportunity to let someone know that you care.  Flexible hours.
Contact:  Karen Spearman, 223-0927, or the Church Office, 483-5273
Visit Members in the Hospital

Drop by the hospital to provide support, encouragement, and friendship to church members and friends who are awaiting surgery, recuperating after surgery or illness, undergoing tests,  requiring an extended hospital stay, etc.  Courtesy visits can be made during lunch, after work, or during other visiting hours, as permitted and desired by the patient.  
Contact:  Karen Spearman, 223-0927, or the Church Office, 483-5273
Take Communion to Shut-ins (Homebound Members)
Another way to take the church into the home of someone who cannot physically get to church is by offering them an opportunity to partake of the sacraments.  Contact the church office following monthly communion Sundays for names of those who would like communion, pick up consecrated bread and juice, and take them to share with a homebound member.  
Contact:  Rev. Don Morris, 483-5273

(Helping Hands Volunteer
Provide general home maintenance for members needing help cleaning out gutters, shoveling snow, performing minor plumbing or electrical work, etc.  This is an ideal ministry for those who like “handy work” and working with tools.  Some jobs do require technical skills and experience.  
Contact:  George Smith, 483-3684
Card Ministry
Send cards of encouragement to shut-in and nursing home members of the church.  Write at your convenience, but on a regular basis so that these members feel remembered and loved.  
Contact:  Judy Smith, 483-3684

(Food Ministry

Join a team that prepares a dish for a grieving church member, someone who is recuperating from a hospital stay, or for families upon the arrival of a new baby.  This is a rotational opportunity for those who enjoy cooking and sharing food with others.  People are needed to prepare dishes and bring them to the church.  On occasion, you may be asked to help serve food and clean-up.  Since this ministry is initiated by request or need, some calls may be short-notice.  Please indicate on your card how you can help.  
Contacts:  Judy Smith, 483-3684 and Ann Brown, 483-5750
Attendance Recorder

Collect and categorize attendance sheets following one of our three Sunday morning worship services, and provide church secretary with the data collected.  This ministry is ideal for those who like to work with names and numbers – and it’s a great way to get to know the congregation too!  Please indicate the service you can help with.
Contact:  Michelle Pawel, 482-9097

Financial Counselor

Use your knowledge and experience to assist others, upon request, with financial budgeting and planning.  
Contact:  Rev. Don Morris, 483-5273

Stephen Ministry Training 
Be a caring, listening friend for a member in need.  Both those desiring training and those with prior Stephen Ministry training are invited to be part of this care team.
Contact:  Rev. Don Morris, 483-5273

(Transportation Services (NEW THIS YEAR)
Provide transportation to someone who does not have a car or cannot drive.  Take them to a doctor’s appointment, grocery store, run an errand – or bring them to church on Sunday mornings!  This is a wonderful opportunity to not only provide a set of wheels, but also a listening ear to someone who may need companionship.  This ministry requires someone who is flexible to help on short-notice.  
Contact:  Karen Spearman, 223-0927, or the Church Office, 483-5273
Hospitality
…Greet one another with a holy embrace.  All the brothers and sisters here say hello. (2 Cor. 13:13, The Message)
Welcome Team

Help assemble information and gift bags for visitors to the church.  This is a fun job for anyone who enjoys putting together bright, welcoming gifts for others.

Contact:  Judy Keiser, 483-3943
Greeters
Welcome people as they are entering the church before a Sunday morning worship service, Wednesday night dinner, or other special service or event at the church.  Help visitors and new members feel at home.  Bring your best smile and handshake!  (Note: This is a rotational ministry opportunity, for which you will receive a schedule.  Please indicate which of the following ways you would like to help.)
Sunday Morning Worship
· Inside – Greet, hand out bulletins, help people find the nursery or a seat by another friendly face.  Arrive in the Narthex 15 minutes prior to the 8:30 or 11:00 am traditional service, or just inside the Family Life Center for the 9:00 am Praise & Worship service.  
Contacts:  Willie Napier, 483-3891 and Pat Livesey, 483-6051 (8:30 & 11:00 am services) and Caroline Swilley, 483-5273 (9:00 am service)
· Outside (Parking Lot) – Be the first friendly face to welcome people to worship!  Greet people at the sidewalk 15 minutes prior to the 8:30 or 11:00 am Sanctuary services, or at the drive-through at the entry to the Family Life Center prior to the 9:00 am Praise & Worship service.  Contact:  Caroline Swilley, 483-5273
Wednesday Nights
Greet people in the Family Life Center as they arrive (5:15-5:45 pm) for our Wednesday Niter meal.  See “Wednesday Niters.”  Contact:  Jeanetta Nutter, 425-9825
Other events

From time to time there are special services or events for which people are needed to greet others as they enter the building.  These will be posted in the bulletin or announced in worship.  Sign up on your commitment card, and we will call you!
(Praise & Worship Host / Hostess – on rotation (NEW THIS YEAR)
This team sets up and cleans up coffee and donuts and other brunch-type refreshments for the enjoyment of those who attend the 9:00 am Praise & Worship Service.  Hosts purchase food and paper products from donations collected.  Individuals sign up to host refreshments once a month.  Substitutes are also needed to help, sometimes at the last minute.  
Contact:  Judy Lynn Dennis, 604-8822
Sunday Morning Get-Togethers

There’s no better way for people to enjoy the company of others than with food.  Early morning worshippers gather each week to enjoy brunch and conversation in Fellowship Hall following the 8:30 am service.  Contact one of our friendly Sunday School class members about how you might join in their food and fellowship.
(Narthex Coffees (NEW THIS YEAR)
Share your gift of hospitality by bringing refreshments and greeting people as they enter the church during the Sunday School hour.  Newcomers and substitutes are always welcome to help with set-up, clean-up, and bringing refreshments on a rotational basis.

Contact: Becky Hughes, 482-4510

Office Support & Administration
And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. (1 Cor. 12:28, NIV)
Office Receptionist

This ministry needs people with cheery personalities to answer phones, greet visitors, and assist our secretary and staff with various office tasks (making copies, distributing messages, making calls, mailings, etc.).  Morning hours are perfect for retirees and those who do not work outside the home, or anyone who likes office tasks and working with others.  Serve on a regular rotation, or when there’s a need.  
Contact:  Carla Giles, 482-9535

Offering Counter

Have a knack with numbers?  Work beside a member of the Finance Committee to count and record contributions to the church on Monday mornings, on a rotational schedule.  Accuracy and experience using an adding machine are helpful.  
Contact:  Tom Shope (2012 Finance Chair), 482-5558 
Proofreader
Read and edit newsletters, bulletins, and other materials developed for the church.  This ministry is perfect for those with an eye for detail.  Some calls may be short-notice.  
Contact:  Caroline Swilley, 483-5273

Every Member in Ministry (EMIM) Team
Want to be part of a hands-on team?  Use your administrative gifts, organizational skills, and creative flair to plan and implement ways to connect the congregation to ministry.  This team develops and assimilates materials each fall for Commitment Sunday, provides support and training for ministry coordinators, and works with the pastor to provide classes for visitors and new members.  This team meets 4-6 times per year and requires lots of enthusiasm, intercommunication, and commitment.

Contact:  Debbie Shope, 483-5273

Recycle Paper Bin
Help our church do its part by taking our recyclables to a local recycle center.  This task can be done at any time – just take our full recycle bin, and return it empty!

Contact: Caroline Swilley, 483-5273

Communications

Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are the rejoicing of my heart. (Psalm 119:111, King James Version)

(Media Team (NEW THIS YEAR)
Use your technical savvy to implement ways to enhance the worship experience.  
Contact: Mike Cox, 521-7759

Church History

Help check accuracy and edit a book about the first 60 years of Kern Church.  Those who enjoy genealogy and creative communication will enjoy this ministry opportunity.  
Contact: Barbara Osborne, 482-9262

Website Maintenance / Information Updates
Help keep our church’s web site up-to-date with current information on all that’s going on at Kern.  
Contacts:  Julie Johnson, 216-9032 (cell) and Steve Martin, 483-6848
(Sermons on the Web (NEW THIS YEAR)
Work with the persons operating the sound system to record worship services.  Edit the recording on a home computer to develop an MP3 recording of the scripture readings and sermons, and upload this to the Kern website.  The editing and the uploading are done with freeware software that is easy to use.  This is currently done for the 11:00 am service, but it would be great to expand this opportunity to the other services, too.  
Contact: Mike Cox, 521-7759 

Worship

Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. (Psalm 100:2, NIV)

Participate in worship on Sunday morning, in one of the following ways, on a regular or rotational basis.  For these ministries, please indicate which service you attend.
Lay Reading
Read the scripture lesson to support the message during a worship service.  Scripture is provided.  Please indicate the service you attend.  
Contact:  Rev. Don Morris, 483-5273
The following people coordinate scripture readers for the worship services, and schedule readers on a monthly rotation, and provide names of the readers to the church secretary.


8:30 am service – David Bradshaw, 483-3343

9:00 am service – Sandy Hicks, 457-9885


11:00 am service – Julie Johnson, 216-9032 (cell)

Usher (8:30 or 11:00 am)
This ministry utilizes friendly people who assist the pastors on Sunday morning by greeting and seating worshippers, directing acolytes, collecting the offering, counting attendance, and in other ways, as necessary.  Please indicate the service you attend.  
Contact:  John Maddox, 482-1051
Worship Attendance Counters 
Assist with a head count of participants in one of the Sunday morning worship services and report it to the church secretary.  Please indicate the service you attend.  
Contact:  Brett Ellis, 483-0775 
Communion

· Serve Communion as directed by the pastor during worship (typically first Sunday of the month).  You will be asked to hold the cup or the bread.  This is a simple, yet meaningful role.  
Contacts:
8:30 am – Mike & Sandy Bradshaw, 927-2240
9:00 am – Dodie Bice, 463-8018

11:00 am – Judy Smith, 483-3684
· Communion Prep & Clean-up – Purchase the juice and bread, as directed (sometimes one is already provided), and prepare the elements for one of the worship services.   Following the service, wash the challis and put communion components away. 
Contacts:
8:30 am – Mike & Sandra Bradshaw, 927-2240

9:00 am – Judy Lynn Dennis, 604-8822
11:00 am – Kay Hamrick, 483-9510

Children’s Circle (11:00 am service) 
Prepare and teach a 2-3 minute lesson for children ages 4 through 2nd grade during the 11:00 am Sanctuary worship service.   This is great for those who enjoy sharing a story on a child’s level.  Weekly sermon topics are available from the pastor in advance.  
Contact:  Julie Martin, 246-8188

Holiday Flower Care 

Keep Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies looking fresh and pert for the special services during these church holidays.  This seasonal opportunity requires frequent watering of a large amount of potted plants for one week at Christmas time and one week at Easter.  
Contact:  Mary Yaun, 483-2358
Restock Pews

Ensure that Sanctuary pews are stocked each week with pew pads and attendance sheets, prayer cards, and freshly sharpened pencils.  This takes about one hour per week, and can be done at your convenience.  It is ideal for a student or even a work-at-home mom.  
Contact: Joe Johnson, 483-0630

Chair Set-up / Take-down  (P&W)
Set up the chairs in the Family Life Center and place bulletins on the chairs for the Praise & Worship service.  Following the service, see that all the chairs are put away.  Organize and schedule a rotation team, or grab some helpers on Sunday morning.  
Contact:  Jim Eaton, 896-0077
Computer Operator (P&W)
Use your computer skills and creativity to prepare a power point presentation that includes words to the praise and worship songs, scripture, and inspirational pictures for the 9:00 am Praise & Worship service.  Operate the computer on Sunday morning to follow the order of worship.  This can be a regular weekly job, or one that is rotated amongst several people.  
Contact: Kim Jeskie, 435-4134

(Run Sound System – on rotation (NEW THIS YEAR)
Use your technical skills to operate the sound system (mixing board, microphones, etc.) during one of the Sunday morning worship services and for occasional special events.  Training is required and provided for anyone age 18 or older who desires to learn.  Back-ups, subs, and people willing to help on a rotational basis are needed in all three of our worship services.
Contacts:  Ted Satterfield, 482-5501 (8:30 am)


       Jake Johnson, 805-6594

       Mike Cox, 521-7759 (11:00 am)
Sound System Set up/Take Down (P&W) 

Set-up is required for the 9:00 am Praise & Worship service, prior to the 7:30 am practice by the Praise & worship Band on Sunday mornings.  Take down of the equipment follows the service.  This can be done by the sound operator or can be a separate task.  
Contact: Jake Johnson, 805-6594
(Worship Team (NEW THIS YEAR)

Be part of a team that helps develop creative ways to enhance our worship experiences, plan special services, and assist with overall communication and coordination of the various aspects of worship for our three Sunday morning services.  This team meets 3-4 times per year, usually in conjunction with the liturgical church season.
Contacts:  Marcia Walker, 521-7759 or Brett Ellis, 483-0775

Music Ministries

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music… (Psalm 98:4, NIV)
Chancel Choir

Join the adult choir in providing musical leadership for the 11:00 am worship service each Sunday.  Practice is held Sundays at 10:30 am in the Choir Room and Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  
Contact:  Kevin Miller, 457-7972 
Praise & Worship Team / Band
Sing, clap, play an instrument, and offer praises to God at our 9:00 am Praise & Worship Service.  Ability to read a lead sheet is helpful.  Practice 7:30 am Sunday mornings in the Family Life Center.  
Contact: Cheryl Stallings, 481-3148
(Handbells

Learn to play handbells with a group that participates in special programs and worship.  A new group will be forming this fall and meeting on Tuesday evenings.  Watch for details in the bulletin or call the coordinator for exact times and details.
Contact:  Carol Cox, 482-3402

(Other Musical Interest
If you would like to sing, dance, play an instrument or participate in worship in another musical way, please contact one of our music leaders above, or contact the church office at 483-5273.  Please indicate interest on your commitment card.
Prayer Ministries
Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.  (Ephesians 6:18, New Living Translation)

(Kern Pastor’s Prayer Partners

Join others as they lift up and support the pastor, staff, leadership, and the church.  This is simply a pledge to (privately) pray regularly and consistently for our church.  In addition, and as your time and interest permits, you are invited to a brief prayer time on Thursdays from 7:50-8:30 am in the Parlor.  We meet weekly to pray both with and for our pastor and church staff; we also share and pray over church concerns.  
Contact: David Vick, 482-4175

Prayer Chain

Surround our church family and friends with love and support through prayer, as you receive prayer requests via phone or email from Kern’s prayer chain coordinator.  
Contact:  Julie Johnson, 216-9032 (cell)

Prayer Breakfasts

Use your creativity and gifts of hospitality and prayer to serve on a team that plans, organizes, and hosts periodic prayer breakfasts at the church.  (Most breakfasts are held on Saturday mornings.)

Contact: Barbara Dunkin, 483-0273 
In addition to these specific prayer ministries at Kern, the Sanctuary, Family Life Center, and Prayer Room (off the Sanctuary) are available for prayer prior to our Sunday morning worship services and any time God moves you to pray over our church, family, and friends. 

Recreation & Fellowship 
We saw it, we heard it, and now we're telling you so you can experience it along with us, this experience of communion with the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ. Our motive for writing is simply this: We want you to enjoy this, too. Your joy will double our joy! (1 John 1:3, The Message)
Photography Team

Bring your artistic flair and camera to capture ministry in action!  Help us gather pictures for power point and slide show presentations, or organize albums to document the a pictorial history of our church family.  This fun and creative ministry needs people who are available for photographing the “big” events, as well as day-to-day happenings at the church.  

Contact:  Debbie Shope, 483-5273
NOTE:  A coordinator is needed for this ministry in 2012.

(Family Life Ministry Team

Help organize and plan activities for our church “family.”  These events can be at the church or group events, outings, picnics, or other service projects for families to enjoy together.  This is a great opportunity for someone who likes to organize events and get others involved – and a great project for a group or Sunday School class to take on together.

Contact:  Wendy Hohman, 483-5273
NOTE:  A coordinator is needed for this ministry in 2012.

Ladies’ Day Out

Spend a day (or night) out with “the girls.”  Help plan a special event (movie, dinner, shopping, etc.) or study experience for you and your girl friends at Kern.

Contact: Barbara Osborne, 482-9262

NOTE:  A coordinator is needed for this ministry in 2012.

Adult Ministries
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 1 (John 1:3, NIV)
Sunday School

There’s something for all ages and interests every Sunday morning from 10:00-11:00 am.  Visit one or visit all of these study and discussion groups. 

Christian Formation – Family Life Center

Faith Weavers – Parlor
Friendship Class – Room 5, Fellowship Hall

Hot Potatoes – Room 10, Education Building

Rogers Memorial Class – Room 4, Fellowship Hall

Seekers – Room 11, Education Building

Contact:  Debbie Shope, 483-5273 

Sunday School Secretary (Substitutes)
Help us keep track of those who attend classes during the Sunday School hour each week, or serve as a back-up, to distribute and collect roll books for the various groups, and document attendance and offering information to report to the church secretary.  This task is ideal for those with an attention to detail and accuracy with numbers.  This ministry requires your presence at church from 10:00-11:00 am on Sundays.
Contact:  Marcia Walker, 521-7759
United Methodist Men

Join the men’s Christian fellowship group that supports many Kern and community activities through hands-on service and financial contributions.  All are invited for fellowship on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm.  
Contact:  Herb Wright (President, 2011), 483-9449 
United Methodist Women

Join the women’s Christian fellowship group that supports missions within the church and in our community.  All are invited to the general meeting at 10:00 am on the second Monday of each month, or join a circle that meets in a members’ home.  For more information, contact the UMW President below, or see our UMW brochure.
Contact:  Kay Hamrick (President, 2011), 483-9510 
Kernels

Come share in a time of food and fellowship with our mature members of the church.  This group welcomes all ages the second Tuesday of each month for a program at 11:00 am, followed by a delicious potluck lunch at noon.  Leadership is elected by the group, and responsibilities shared by all who take part.  
Contact:  Barbara Osborne, 482-9262

(Emmaus Walk
Participate in an ecumenical 3-day spiritual renewal, intended to strengthen the local church through the development of Christian disciples and leaders.  There are two men’s and women’s retreat weekends each year.  
Contacts:  
Wayne Missaggia, 482-7951 (men’s walk)
Dodie Bice, 463-8618 (women’s walk)

Young Adults & Singles
(College Age & Young Adults Class
Join a group of young adults (ages 18-29) for an hour of Bible study, group discussion, support, and prayer during the Sunday School hour (10:00-11:00 am in Room 3, off Fellowship Hall).  Participants decide on topics for discussion and opportunities for recreation and fellowship.  During the Summer, the class meets for coffee and conversation at Panera Bread from 10:30-11:45 am on the first Sundays of June, July, and August. 

Contact:  Debbie Shope, 483-5273

(Youth Ministries

Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. (Psalm 71:17)

Adult Participation

Adults are always welcome and needed to help support our youth in the following ways.  Training for specific roles, Safe Sanctuary, and church policies is required for all those who work with youth.  The following is a listing of just a few ways that you can help with our Youth.

Sunday School Teachers & Substitutes

Teach or serve as a substitute teacher for youth in grades 7-12 (you pick!) on Sunday mornings from 10:00-11:00 am.  Curriculum is the Bible and the only special requirement is a heart for sharing the Good News of Jesus with the Youth. 

Sponsor Youth Outings

Make a special donation or support our special youth fund-raisers to help our youth attend mission trips, retreats, Christian concerts, and other activities to help them grow in their faith as they serve others in the church and our community.

Chaperone Youth Activities 

Come help us care for the flock for Resurrection, Retreats, mission projects, or other church- sponsored activities for youth.  Note:  some may require overnight lodging, etc.

Sponsor Resurrection 2012

Provide financial support for a youth to attend Resurrection in January, 2012.  

Meals for UMYF

Bring a meal, make a meal, or pay for a meal for Sunday afternoon youth activities, 4:30-6:30 pm.  
Youth Volunteer

Adults are invited to join a team to plan activities, provide supervision, teach, mentor, or just hang out with our youth in a variety of different ways.  

Contact: Chuck Dawn (Youth Director), 599-2147 for details on all of Kern’s ministries for youth.

Youth Participation

All confirmed Youth (grades 7-12) are invited and encouraged to serve in all of the ministries of the church.  Please sign up on your Adult & Youth Commitment card to indicate where you feel God is calling you to serve in the church.  Sign up for specific youth activities (Sunday School, Bible study, recreation, fellowship, worship, missions, etc.) with your Youth Director.  
Children’s Ministries

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." (Matt. 19:14, NIV)

Adult Participation

Parents and other adults are always welcome and encouraged to serve as leaders within the various children’s ministries.  Listed below are a few of the ways that you can nurture our children at Kern.  Training for specific roles, Safe Sanctuary, and church policies is required for all those who work with children and youth.  

(Sunday School Teacher / Assistant

Teach or serve as a substitute or classroom assistant teacher for children ages 3 through sixth grade on Sunday mornings from 10:00-11:00 am.  Curriculum and training are provided.  

Contact:  Jennifer Shell, 257-8902

(Sunday School Coordinator (NEW THIS YEAR)

Assist the Children’s Ministry Coordinator by serving as the central point of contact for children’s Sunday School teachers for times when they cannot be in the classroom.  Although much of the scheduling will be planned, the coordinator should be prepared for an occasional last-minute call to secure a sub.  A list of trained substitutes and assistants will be provided.  This is a great behind-the-scenes way to get involved in the children’s ministries.  
Contact:  Jennifer Shell, 257-8902

(Vacation Bible School Coordinator (NEW THIS YEAR)
This is the perfect job for an outgoing and enthusiastic person who is organized, dependable, and good at communicating with a large group of people.  Responsibilities include selecting curriculum, pulling together and coordinating a team of volunteers, and orchestrating the implementation of Vacation Bible School 2012.  This is a 6-month commitment that requires scheduling and overseeing 3-4 planning meetings between January and May and a work day just prior to VBS week (June or July).  The coordinator must be present for set-up, clean-up, and the actual VBS event.  Coordination can be done by one person or ask a friend or two to work with you!
Contact:  Jennifer Shell, 257-8902

NOTE:  A coordinator (or coordinator team) is needed for 2012.

(Vacation Bible School Helper
Help coordinate, plan, lead an activity, escort kids, or work behind the scenes (decorations, technical needs, shopping, etc.) to provide a week-long, community-wide event (in summer) for children.  All skills, talents, and interests are needed for this ministry that serves 100+ children, youth, and adults.  
Contact:  Jennifer Shell, 257-8902

(Camp Faith Helper (School Year or Summer)
Assist teachers in the classroom one or two mornings a week during the school year, or for 6-8 weeks during the Summer.  Camp Faith offers kids a safe place to learn about God’s love through games, songs, stories, and other hands-on activities.  
Contacts: Marcel Wadley (2½-4 yrs) or Sheila Smith (Nursery—6 wks-2 ½ yrs), 483-5273
Nursery – Volunteer (Sunday Rotation) or Substitute

Join our Nursery Team and rock and care for babies and preschoolers in our nursery on a rotation during Sunday morning worship services, during Wednesday Niter activities, or for small groups that meet during the week – or serve as a sub during times that our regular staff cannot be present.  Training is required.     
Contact: Sheila Smith, 435-9451

Spring Clean Sunday School Rooms

Work with our Children’s Ministry Team to keep our children’s classes neat and tidy.  
Contacts:  Jennifer Shell, 257-8902 or Sheila Smith, 435-9451

(Wed-Niter Children’s Devotions

Adults are invited to be our guests and share a special gift, talent, or hobby with kids ages 4 through 6th grade.  You can sing, dance, paint, write, play an instrument, read a story, or share something creative that you do to glorify God.  After you show the kids what you do, you will give the children an opportunity to try their hand at it too.  Each week, we’ll add our handiwork to God’s Gallery, where it will be displayed for the entire church to see.  Devotions meets Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 pm during the Wednesday Niter (school year) season .  
Contact: Jennifer Shell, 257-8902

(Unity Dance Helper (NEW THIS YEAR)

Help shepherd the flock and assist the teacher in the classroom by laundering costumes, organizing costumes, and/or simple sewing.   We would love photographers and videographers too!

Contacts:  Jennifer Galloway (Choreography, Workshops, classes for grades 5–college), 220-9569 or Elizabeth Venter (prep and class for Kindergarten through grade 4), 482-0378

(Activity Kits Helper (NEW THIS YEAR)
Help keep the activity kits stocked with portable activities that young children can taken into worship to keep them occupied while they are sitting beside Mom and Dad in the service.  Goodies for the kids are provided.

Contact: Jennifer Shell, 257-8902

Children’s Circle

See details and sign up to help with this ministry under Worship.  
Contact:  Jennifer Shell (Children’s Ministry Coordinator), 257-8902 for details on all of Kern’s ministries for children.
Contact:  Sheila Smith (Nursery Coordinator), 425-9451 for details on our Nursery or assistance with child care needs.
Children’s Participation

At Kern, there is a place for all children to experience God’s love through parents and other Christian witnesses.  Children ages six weeks through sixth grade have many opportunities at Kern to help them take their first steps along their faith journey.  Children have a separate commitment card in which they can let us know how they would like to serve God in the church.  Parents are asked to assist their child in completing their cards and support them in their participation in the church.    

Wednesday Niters

They spent their time learning from the apostles, and they were like family to each other.  They also broke bread and prayed together. (Acts 2:42, Contemporary English Version)

Join us in service, fellowship, and fun each Wednesday night from September through May, in one of the following ways:

· Table and Chair set-up—Arrange and set out the tables and chairs for Wednesday night fellowship.  (Everyone helps clean up the room and put away the furniture.)
· Prep, Set-up & Serve – Assist our Kitchen Coordinator in chopping, cooking, setting up tables and decorations, serving food, and doing other tasks necessary to get the meal ready for Wednesday Niter dinners.
· Wednesday Niter Greeter—Welcome people as they arrive in the Family Life Center (5:15-5:45 pm) for our Wednesday Niter meal.  This is a great way to get to know people!
· Money Collection & Check-in—Receive money and document payments for reservations for Wednesday Niter meals.  
· Reservations —Keep track of weekly meal reservations received, report reservations to church office, and communicate reservation changes with check-in person.   
· Clean-up – Wash dishes, dry dishes, clean counter tops, and put equipment and utensils away in the kitchen following the Wednesday night meal.  
· Table & Chair take-down – Take down and put away tables after Wednesday Niter meals.  
· Wednesday Niter Meal Sponsor —Make an additional permanent reservation for someone who may not be able to afford the meal – or bring a guest!  
· Pantry Tree —Take a card from the Pantry Tree and help keep the Wednesday Niter pantry stocked with staple items and side dishes for meals.
· Dessert Team —Do you like to bake? Be on a team that rotates bringing homemade desserts to share with the church family for Wednesday Niter dinners.   
Join us once a month during the Summer for more food, fellowship, and fun!  Watch for details for June, July, and August program activities.  

Contact:  Jeanetta Nutter, 425-9825 

Small Groups & Discipleship
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. (Acts 2:42, NIV)
In addition to various studies within Sunday School classes, there are a number of women’s studies, men’s studies, and other topics of interest held at different times during the week to bring people closer in relationship with God and with each other.  
In addition to Sunday School classes for all ages, Kern offers a variety of different classes, Bible studies, and small groups at various times throughout the year to appeal to many interests.  Listed below are some of the classes being offered this fall.  Contact our church office, 483-5273, for more information on current topics – or to lead or participate in a different class or study. 
Classes offered this Fall (2011)
· Battlefield of the Mind – Based on Joyce Meyers’ book, see how you can attain peace and stop negative thoughts from influencing your life in harmful and unconstructive ways.  Change your life by changing your mind!
· Beth Moore Bible Studies—Beth Moore’s books are very popular in ladies’ Bible study group (currently studying Here & Now, There & Then).
· Financial Peace University – Take control of your finances and your life in this 13-week class.
· Gospel of Mark – Bring your Bibles and share an in-depth discussion of the lessons found in the Gospels.
· Invitation to the Banquet – Join others in this study by Dr. Kenneth Tittle’s (founder of Mariposa ministries) on healing and “afflictions” – those difficult things that come unbidden and unwanted into all our lives.
· Seeing Gray in a World of Black & White – This study prompts persons of faith to engage in more thoughtful conversations on the political, moral, and religious issues that divide us.
· The Shack – Share in a group discussion of J.D. Young’s popular book that has provided comfort and insight into finding god in the midst of tragedy.
Missions & Outreach 
"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'  (Matthew 25:40, NIV) 
Part of our joy as Christians comes from serving others.  Kern offers a variety of ways to serve in our church and community.  You will be blessed by these ministry experiences.
(Ecumenical Storehouse

Work at a storehouse that assists people with household items through a referral system.  Answer phones, greet clients, maintain referral information, and match items to client “needs lists” on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday mornings (9:00 am to noon) one month out of the year.  Men and pick-up trucks are also needed on Saturday mornings to pick up donated items in the community.  Sign-up times are announced at the church.
Contact: Barbara Sims, 483-6074
(Bread to Morgan Scott

Pick up day-old bread from our local Kroger and transport it to Deer Lodge, TN. Requires a truck, van, or vehicle able to accommodate a large amount of bread.  (UMM sponsored ministry).  
Contact: Herb Wright, 483-9449
Habitat for Humanity

Bring your tool belt to help other local churches to build a house or make repairs to an existing house in the community as part the “Ecumenical Build” ministry.  
Contact: Jim Giles, 482-5935
Grace Lutheran Food Pantry

Help transport donated food items or staff the community food pantry at Grace Lutheran Church.  (5th Fridays throughout the year)  
Contact:  Carla Giles, 482-5935
(Nursing Home Worship Coordinator 
Join other Kern members to plan and lead nursing home patients in a 30-minute worship service on Sunday mornings in July.  
Contact:  Barbara Osborne, 482-9262
(Community Outreach (NEW THIS YEAR)
A small group is currently forming to discern ways that our church can reach out into the community in service and in love.  
Contact: Mike Cox, 521-7759

(Missions Coordinator (NEW THIS YEAR)

Serve as a central point of contact and resource for ministry opportunities for the members of Kern church.  Help promote and assist in networking people to participate in missions.  

Contact: Mike Cox, 521-7759

(Neighborhood Outreach (NEW THIS YEAR)
This program is designed to reach out to our local neighbors to provide service and to make them aware of the ministries of Kern UMC.  Activities may include block parties, distribution of Christmas cookies, local service projects, website campaigns, canvassing the neighborhood to identify service needs, and other creative activities to reach those closest to us.

Contact: Mike Cox, 521-7759

Note:  A Coordinator is needed in 2012 to coordinate and lead this program.

(United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (NEW THIS YEAR)
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable Christians to exemplify “Christian Love in Action” through short-term mission service at home and abroad.

Contact: Mike Cox, 521-7759

Note: A Coordinator is needed in 2012 to coordinate publicity about UMVIM opportunities for Kern members interested in serving on short-term missions teams.
(Holston Disaster Response Team (NEW THIS YEAR)
The mission of an Early Response Team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. Early Response Teams: 1) Share the love of Christ in ways that make a Christian difference.  2) Take steps to prevent further damage to property, by doing tasks such as tarping, and cleaning out flooded homes.  3) Take note of the victim’s needs and report them to the local conference, or other disaster relief operations.  4) Listen and help victims begin to heal.  5) Provide an opportunity for Christian service for those who want to give their time.

Contact: Mike Cox, 521-7759

Note:  A Coordinator is needed in 2012 to work with the Conference Coordinator to publicize the program at Kern.

(Free Medical Clinic of Oak Ridge (NEW THIS YEAR)
The Free Medical Clinic of Oak Ridge is a non-profit primarily volunteer staffed organization offering free medical services to those who live in Oak Ridge or surrounding areas, who do not have insurance and cannot afford to pay for medical services due to their income level. Volunteers are needed to provide administrative and janitorial support.  
Contact:  Jim Giles, 482-5935
(Missions Ministry Team (NEW THIS YEAR)
Be part of an exciting new group to plan and implement both short-term and long-term mission trips in our community, region, nation, and around the world.

Contact: Mike Cox, 521-7759

NOTE:  We are currently seeking a coordinator for a 2012 Missions Ministry Team.

Alternative Gift Market

Help plan, assist with set-up, staff a booth, help cook, serve lunch, etc. or participate in a church-wide opportunity that brings a variety of vendors together from around the world to sell homemade or homegrown products.  Your participation in this ministry helps others to maintain livelihoods  that support families.  This year, why not purchase Christmas gifts that make a difference in the world!  Contact: Marcia Walker, 521-7759

(Trunk or Treat

Join a community-wide party for kids and their parents.  Decorate the church, set-up, break-down, lead games or activities, prepare and serve food, or decorate your own car and open your trunk to share goodies and treats with our neighbors.   
Contact: Chuck Dawn or Brett Ellis, 483-5273

NOTE:  This year’s Trunk or Treat will be held Saturday, October 29.  Watch for details closer to the time of the event.  Why not decorate your car and open your trunk to share candy with the neighborhood! 

(Leaf Raking Coordinator (NEW THIS YEAR)
Seek names of those who cannot rake the leaves from their yards and coordinate a group of people to do it for them.  This is a short-term project that takes place in the fall when leaves are on the ground – but a great way to reach out to our neighbors.

Contact:  Church Office, 483-5273
(Jesus Gym (NEW THIS YEAR)
Jesus Gym is a new outreach opportunity to help people grow spiritually through Christian music and teachings, while working out.  Many people are needed to help in many different ways.  Call for more information on opportunities to help – or work out – at this new Christian facility!  Watch for the grand opening of Jesus Gym this Fall.

Contact:  Wendy Hohman, 776-2667  
Building & Facilities Upkeep

O Lord our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. (1 Chron. 29:16, NIV)

Monday Morning Maintenance

Grab your hammer and paintbrush!  This team gathers every Monday morning at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and sharing.  Then they make their rounds to do lots of little things that make a “big” difference to keep our church and grounds maintained.  This group repairs, paints, changes light bulbs and filters, cleans carpets, plus electrical, heating, and plumbing too!  Anyone who can do “just about anything” to fix and maintain is welcome.  Contact: Jim McNabb, 483-5990

Playground Maintenance

Help us keep our children’s playground tidy and safe.  Adjust nuts and bolts on the equipment, keep the weeds down, and ensure that the area is bee-nest free!  This is a seasonal job that can be done at your convenience.  Contact:  Jim Giles, 482-5935

Landscaping

· Adopt-A-Plot—“Adopt” one of the church’s 14 designated gardens, plant annuals, and provide regular weeding and watering, as needed.  This is great for those who enjoy working in the soil.  
· Landscape Work Day – Bring your rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows and work gloves to spread mulch and tidy up the flower beds around the church on designated work days (one day in the fall and spring).  
Contact:  Mary Lea Hall, 482-2671
Memorial Garden Name Plate Care
Maintain the nameplates and name plaque in our beautiful new Memorial Garden.  General care would require application of Johnson’s paste wax and buffing (2-3 times a year) to preserve the new look of the plaque and names.  
Contact:  Mary Lea Hall, 482-2671
Clean a Church Kitchen

Be on a team that takes turns monthly to clean and tidy up one of our three church kitchens.  This can be done at your leisure.  
Contact: Mary Lea Hall, 482-2671

Oil Soap Pews

Join the team that conditions the wood work by spraying and wiping oil soap on the pews in the Sanctuary.  This task requires a couple hours of your time once or twice a year.  It requires a little “elbow grease” but you will no doubt enjoy the company and spirit of this light-hearted group.   Contact: Judy Smith, 483-3684

Plant Caretaker (inside)

Water and care for indoor plants throughout the church on a regular basis.  This task can be done at your convenience (about once a week).  Ideal for anyone who enjoys nurturing plants.  Contact:  Mary Yaun, 483-2358
(Family Life Center Caretaker (NEW THIS YEAR)
Help make the first impression upon entering the Family Life Center a warm, welcoming one!  This person would ensure that the area is uncluttered and neat; keep materials and displays up-to-date and tidy; re-arrange furnishings for a fresh look; and find homes for items that are no longer needed.  This can be done by one person or two or three people can work together to keep our FLC neat!  
Contact:  Church Office, 483-5273

Notes
[image: image2.png]


Kern Memorial United Methodist Church
451 East Tennessee Avenue

Oak Ridge, TN 37830

865-483-5273

www.kernumc.org

